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The Corpus
Christi
Windsurfing
Association is a
collaboration of
windsurfers
joined to promote
and protect
windsurfing in

the Coastal Bend.

Christmas paity and elections: December 15

On Saturday, December 15 the CCWA will hold its annual Christmas party at the
Bay Yacht Club in the Corpus Christi Marina. Per club tradition, we will also hold
club elections that night (for more on elections, see page 8). The club will provide
main dishes. If you want to have a beverage or if you have a certain side dish in
mind, feel free to bring those. Also in keeping with club tradition, the party will
benefit Toys for Tots. Please bring one or more new, unwrapped toys.

We haven't had a
CCWA newsletter in a
while, because weather
like that in the picure at
right was typical
throughout the summer
and early fall. W e had
far more rainy and light
wind/no wind days than
normal this year , so
much less windsurfing.
Comp ared with p ast
years, it seemed that not
much was going on in
the local windsurfing
world.

The good news is that
many people got in
some good vacations,
and some strong cold
front s this fall have
brought back epic days
to the Corpus Christi
area. So come to the
Christmas p arty, share
stories, and catch up.
Most of us probably
haven’t seen enough of
each other lately .
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Don’t miss the annual N ew Year S Day sail

The New Year’s Day sail is a running tradition that comes with the luxury of liv-
ing in a warm climate. Often the NYDS does not even involve a “sail;” many peo-
ple prefer to stay on land and enjoy refreshments rather than risk getting wet. But
it's safe to bet that someone will be getting wet SOMEWHERE in Corpus on New
Year’s day, so rather than complain about the 50 degree weather, remember that
in most of the rest of the country it's below freezing. We're tropical in comparison,
So rig up and start the year off right. As usual a time/place have not been decided,
since that will depend on last-minute wind forecasts. Check the CCWA forum as
the date gets closer, and details will be posted there.
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Cole Park im provements coming (finally)

by Alissa Inman

It seems that the long-discussed
wind sports park at Cole Park/
Oleander Point is finally coming. |
say “finally” because | can remem-
ber hearing about planned
improvements ever since my first
CCWA meeting back in early 2004.
My memory is fuzzy about every-
thing that has happened since
then with the park plans, but the
basics are that the city employee
in charge of the plan has changed
at least once, the actual changes
to be made were debated, lost,
and started from scratch, and basi-
cally the park probaby has not
been considered a top priority.

Now, though, it seems that
things have changed. Cole Park
has been surveyed and measured.
Plans are in place to convert the
park to a specifically windsports-
friendly location. According to a
source close to the plan (who has
sworn me to confidentiality
because plans are ever-changing),
the new park design is environ-
mentally-friendly.

Although details are approxi-
mate, there will probably a couple
of rinse stations, some sort of
seating (either benches made from
recycled material or natural seat-
ing incorporated into the existing
ledge leading to the water), shade

advertisement rates:

business card size $20
guarter page $40
half page $60
full page $80
inserts (you provide) $60

25% discount if your ad runs for
three consecutive issues

Contact Alissa: alissain@gmail.com

structures large enough
to place sails under,
viewing areas (again,
possibly using the drop-
off of the cliff as a seat-
ing/viewing area), a sign
designating the area as a
windsports park, and
reinforcement of the
banks. There will not be
a formal path created in
the portion of the hill we
use for carrying gear to
the water, which is good
news, because a true
path would require hand
rails that would make it
difficult to carry gear
without raising it over-
head.

The park will get some
new landscaping, all of
which I'm told will include

native plants designed to The steep p ath to the bay and the rock land -

work well with the natural scaping currently at Cole Park can be difficult

water conditions at the
park.

Best of all, I'm told that these
improvements will begin very soon
(possibly even before year end)
and will be completed by early
spring. | know that the city plans
for this park have not gone accord-
ing to timeline so far, and various
CCWA members have served as
city liaisons for the park over the
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years. Now, though, | do want to
believe the plans, because new
employees are involved and there
is fresh enthusiasm. The new
windsports designation will be a
nice recognition in a prominent
spot in the city, and it will be dou-
bly good if work is completed in
time for our windy spring season.
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Hello from Mike Buike

A note from the editor: | got this letter back in August, but for one reason or another we have not had a
newsletter since then. | apologize for the delay. If you've ever sailed at Bird Island during the past several
years you've probably sailed with Mike at some point, and we've been missing his regular presence on the

water there.

by Mike Burke
Hi Everyone,

| kept starting this note on email,
but kept losing it, so | decided to
try this approach. Hopefully it will
work.

Let's see, it is August 2007.
Have been diagnosed for 14
months and it has been over 2
years since | was misdiagnosed.
A lot has happened since | wrote
the last update, so I'll bring you up
to speed.

For those of you who don't want
the details; | am doing alright, but
slowly getting worse. | am in good
spirits and Kathy is taking good
care of me. For those who are a
bit more curious, read on.

I have made two trips to the
Houston ALS clinic, would have
been three, but it was scheduled
for the July 4th week and both
Megan and Mike were due to be
here and that was more important.
Every time | go they find some-
thing else wrong. Through the
beginning of the year | was losing
a lot of weight quickly. | lost a total
of 60 lbs and they were con-
cerned. They first put me on a high
calorie drink as a supplement and
that worked for awhile. But | con-

tinued to lose weight and energy
so we decided to go for a feeding
tube, which | had installed in May.
| thought that it would be a supple-
ment to regular eating, but | was
wrong. It is the only way | eat now.
| get about 2,000 calories a day
with the tube and that is enough to
keep me going. It doesn't keep me
going very fast or well, but it does
what it is supposed to do, because
without it I wouldn't be doing very
well at all. | can't swallow at all,
and | think that would make eating
difficult. | have even had to give
up; a moment of silence here,
beer. So those of you who had
Coors stock, | am sorry, but if | told
you earlier, it would have been
insider information. | can take a
taste and | can always pour it
down the feeding tube, but it is not
quite the same. | am going to try a
Guinness Stout, hopefully that is
thick enough so | can enjoy it.
Wish me luck.

With the lack of energy, comes
some muscle loss. Doing anything
physical is not in the cards. |
played tennis until April and my
legs just wouldn't hold up. | miss
playing, it was fun and | played
with a good group of friends.
Kathy continues to

fax: (361) 9497064

4 Anchor Resort
Condominiums

phone: (800) 460-8770 or(361) 9498141
e-mail: ancresort@aocl.com

play and enjoys it.
| windsurfed for
the last time in
July. I don't miss it
as much as |
thought | would.

‘ Hys [* .
I:"Hn' [ht." Iﬂ[”“{ ’ Towards the end it

14300 So. Padre Island Drive, g%t too hard and |

N Corpus Christi, TX. 78418 ldn't enjoy It any-

\\\\\\\\

more. | did sail a lot right through
May, and after that, it fell off quick-
ly. I got a chance to sail with my
brother Kevin here in April and we
had a great time. We sailed every-
day he was here and it was
WINDY. The first day gusting into
the low 40's. | kept a log of days
sailing and | had almost 160 days
since May 2005. A lot of fun days.
| still go sailboating and some fish-
ing, but it is so friggen' hot, not
much.

We still get the chance to go to
the beach often and swim. Kathy
takes her walks and while | don't
walk very much; | am more of a sit
and read person. Besides, | am
kind of wobbly on my feet. Itis a
good thing | spent a lot of my life
practicing, the wobble thing is pret-
ty natural. We had a lot of rain
here in July, so we are catching
up. Kathy quit her job back in May
and she is taking care of me full
time. | am extremely lucky to have
her with me. She is the best thing
that ever happened to me. We
enjoy our time together and have
found that, while | can't talk, non
verbal communication is a happen-
ing thing. We are happy and deal-
ing with this as well as we can.
Megan and Mike have been very
supportive and they are great.
Megan is in California for a month
and hopefully will not have to back
to Irag. Mike starts law school
next month is very excited about it.

So, overall things are good.
Different but still good. So take
care, be good, and have fun.

www.corpuschristiwindsurfing.com

updates, phtos, sories, nevs, bak issues & moe
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BIB blab

The summer season quickly {
ended with fairly quiet tropical activi- §
ty, plenty of rain and just occasional

wind except for those with larger
gear. Tropical storm Erin actually .

made landfall near Rockport with _M.I.KQM.W.D)’
hardly any noticeable wind or rain on the coast. Erin
did create havoc from San Antonio to Minnesota with
excessive rains and flooding. Almost overnight, a
tropical wave very close to shore developed into
Hurricane Gabrielle, making landfall along Texas and
Louisiana border. The remainder of September had
very little tropical storm activity, and the tropical cold
fronts seem to be arriving early this fall. Maybe the

fall season will bring wind, reversing the trend and
salvage this disappointing year?

Wind during the fall season has been about aver-
age; 12-18 campers and other windsurfers arrived
from California, Canada, Colorado, Louisiana,
Nebraska, Oregon, Tennessee, Utah, and Wisconsin
to enjoy the warm wind and weather. The Canadians
were the most represented group until the Dallas
contingent arrived Thanksgiving week. Although no
one can remember for sure, Brian “Dog” Cunningham
believed the group has make the annual visit for over
15 years. As usual Dog provided several homemade
brews and did another fried turkey for anyone at BIB
for Thanksgiving. The 12 or more in the Dallas group
this year enjoyed the best prefrontal wind before and
during the fourth and coldest tropical cold front of the
season.

New Park Superintendent Joe Escoto arrived in
late September and an introductory meeting will be
scheduled to establish a communication link for input
from the windsurfing community. PINS decided five
shade structures and picnic tables were adequate, so
CCWA contributions were also used to install five fire
grills. Use of the remaining $615 of CCWA contribu-
tions is being discussed with Larry Turk, the new
Facility Manager. Thanks to Randy Larson, former
Chief Ranger, for installing a sign and box with infor-
mation pamphlets to provide all visitors a consistent
summary of the rules applicable to Bird Island Basin.
DeDe Mladucky, Chief Enforcement Ranger, will be
contacted soon to develop a communication link
related to enforcement matters.
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Water g uality signs pos ted

In early November, signs from the Texas Beach
Watch program indicating local water quality were
posted at Corpus Christi beaches. The signs were
long overdue, according to the law. But better late
than never. Students from Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi routinely test the water at beaches,
and in the case of an elevated bacteria reading, the
signs can be
flipped from
their triangular
shape (indicat-
ing safe water
quality) to a
diamond (indi-
cating a bacte-
ria problem). In
theory, the diamond advises people not to enter the
water at affected beaches, keeping them safe from
pollution. However, critics have noted that it takes
more than a day for water samples to register posi-
tive for high bacteria...so there is a period in which
the sign could read “safe” while the water is danger-
ous. So it's still a good bet to stay out of the bay after
a rainfall, regardless of the sign reading.
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Wolldwinds now stocks Ezzy salils.
all or email for best price

WORLDWINDS

Full service windsurfing at
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Adopt- A-Spot idea

Carrie Robertson sent this email to me suggesting this might be a good
program for the CCWA to get involved with somewhere. | wanted to
share her message with the club. Maybe we could discuss this on the
forum and figure out a place to get involved. --Alissa

Carrie Robert son

Pete and | adopted a section of beach near our house through the
city's "Adopt-A-Spot" program. | wondered if that might be something for
the newsletter.

We adopted that section because it is the beach we take our son to
almost every day and use as our primary windsurfing launch, as it's one
block from our house. We adopted it also because we care about the
neighborhood and about the environment in general. The agreement
with the city is that we do a monthly clean-up of the 200-yard area we
adopted. In exchange, the city installed a sign with the name of my com-
pany on it at the end of our street. I'm attaching a photo of the sign with
Kai walking under it. In addtion to cleaning the beach once a month, we
clean it a few times a week (every time we go down there), since we like
a clean beach! and can't just ignore the trash like other beach users

apparently can.

Some of the
condo owners on
North Beach are
following suit and
are adopting the
sections in front
of their condos as
well. It's really
catching on over
here. Haliburton
employees adopt-
ed the section of
North Beach
down by the north
jetty.
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Wind
PEAKS 8%

Date Jan Feb Mar

1 17 18 45
2 24 28 19
3 30 21 30
4 20 20 24
5 20 13 17
6 24 12 20
7 22 19 24
8 18 15 22
9 12 23 24
10 20 27 18
1 22 25 26
12 26 13 25
13 24 24 20
14 27 27 31
15 32 26 20
16 26 19 23
17 17 27 21
18 16 21 30
19 21 37 30
20 17 22 31
21 16 17 27
22 29 18 30
23 28 25 31
24 27 32 27
25 16 22 30
26 14 16 29
27 23 21 30
28 27 26 32
29 16 101 32
30 27 n/a 34
31 19 n/a 23
Come see ourwaly codl dfice on
Saratoga near Cimmaron!

Dr. Char les Allen, DDS
Sar ato ga Shor es
6200 Sar atogaBlv d
Bldg .2, Suite 102,
361-992-8900

3

Photo/CARRIEROBERTSON/THIRDCOASTPHOT O.COM Est. 1987

Island Italian Restaurant
g The best stop after the water

g Steak w Chicken w Seafood

g Pizza w Subs w Catering

15370 S. Padre Island Dr . - Corpus Christi, 78418
(361) 949-7737

I Your host, Tony Tagliaferro
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from the

It's that time of year again, the time when we vote
for new CCWA officers. The board positions held by
Carrie and | are up for vote. Carrie has graciously
offered to continue maintaining the wonderful CCWA
web site, and she has said that it does not matter to
her whether she has a board position or not to do so.
So, for her position we will have the option to either
vote that Carrie remains on the board (if she wishes
to be considered) or to vote for someone else to
become a board member (if someone else chooses to
run).

My board position is also expiring. I've been the
newsletter editor for two years now and have loved it,
but I also think it's time for a new voice in this posi-
tion. I'm sure that by now everyone knows me better
than they ever wanted to, and you’re probably sick of
reading everything from my perspective. The newslet-
ter is quite a trip, and it's always interesting to put
together, so | hope someone will be inspired to
become the next newsletter editor. As usual, we will

CCWA Currents

Page 7
hold elections at the annual Christmas party. For
whoever wants to do this, | will transfer the design
software and explain how to use it if you'd like to
install it. | also want to thank everyone for reading the
newsletter and for being CCWA members. Please
keep renewing your memberships and supporting
CCWA. Launch access and other issues will remain
important this year, so it will be crucial to have a
strong club.

See you next weekend at the Christmas party, if
not sooner on the water. And please come sail on
New Year’s day. Details will be posted online.

--Alissa Inman

Anacther neighborhood stenciled

One October 27, CCWA members and a few
Surfrider members volunteered for the city to
stencil storm drains in a second Corpus
Christi neighborhood. The stencils (really
plastic labels) identify storm drains that drain
into local waterways and help educate resi-
dents not to use the drains for disposal.
Thanks to Joe Lynch for organizing this civic
project again for the CCWA.
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Mike Murphy

by Don Gentry

Condolences to those of you
who missed the CCWA “Open”
(well, we did invite some non-
members to race) “Canal Crawl!”
Sunday, Nov. 11. It might be better
described as the fourth running of
the never annual Canal Crawl
Circumnavigation originated in
2000 and first time for this particu-
lar course.

It was one of the “funnest”
events | have attended. The race
got underway around 2:20 p.m.
and the winning time was 1 hour,
10 minutes, less the few minutes
after Mike started his GPS time
before we actually started. The 4.3
mile course with Mike’s G.P.S.
track superimposed on it will hope-
fully be in the next CCWA newslet-
ter along with other photos.

The four sailors, Alissa Inman,
Don Gentry, Dave Hasti, and Mike
Murphy, were joined by Gordon
from New Mexico, who planned to
attempt the course standing and
paddling a surf board. We all owe
a big THANKS to JIM WALKER,
who volunteered to furnish our
backup support on his jet ski, and
to MICHELLE HASTI, who furnish
land assistance, transport, water
bottles on her dock, and ran to all
the best vantage points on the
course to get some great race
photos.

We sailed from Whitecap sea-
wall between Caravelle and
Cartagena, out to the main
“Whitecap” canal to the Laguna
Madre, N. in the laguna to one of
the openings to the flats area for
some “reverse” or “fin first” sailing
W. of the housing area, then back
up the main canal paralleling
Tesoro to our starting point, so we
got some varied types of sailing,
(plus a little wading, and a fair
amount of uphaul practice) but

CCWA Currents

recaptures tra

came in for a fairly
close finish, after
several tacking
duels and leader
changes with " 3rd
and 4th place finish-
ing in actual con-
tact."

Amazing Alissa,
who had never been
on a long board
before, jumped right
on with her 5.2M
and got only the 10
min.practice of sail-
ing with me to the
start point, then took on the 3 griz-
zled veterans of the longboard
canal racing circuit with probably a
half-century of longboard experi-
ence between us. That was after
she ran 12 miles in the morning!
Alissa tied with me for third place
(we were actually
somewhat entan-
gled at the finish)
with Dave Hasti
2nd. All of us had
sails from 4.5 to
5.2M, and they
were a perfect fit
for the 15-25
m.p.h. wind (at
least in the open
laguna). (Editor’s
note: Don is too
generous with his
account; he fin-
ished well ahead
of me --Alissa)

After the race,
we enjoyed a
brief re-hash with
sodas and beer,
and Gordon
arrived after hav-
ing to abandon
hope of getting
back upwind with
his single, long

December 2007

veling troph vy

Mike, left, accept s the trophy from Don Gentry

handle paddle & board, and pulling
out on the N. side of Isabella Ct.

In a private ceremony the next
day, | presented Mike with the cov-
eted CCWA Traveling Trophy! | am
looking forward to another shot at
it next year, or at least a fun time

trying!
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The Canal Race: a beginner’s account

In other words, “why longboarding is fun, but only once asar”

by Alissa Inman

Growing up, | saw any body of
water more than a couple inches
deep as a potential boating experi-
ence. As a result, I've launched
just about anything that could float,
in various stages of seaworthi-
ness, in swamps, bays, cranberry
bogs, flooded backyards, pud-
dles...you name it. Efficient? No.
Practical? No again. But fun? Of
course. The Sometimes Annual
Canal Crawl Circumnavigation
operates on a similar principle.
The canals are there, full of water,
winding through some of our
neighborhoods, and windsurfing is
a water sport, so why not combine
these? No matter that launching
requires hauling a 12-foot long-
board across a four lane highway,
through a field of sticker burrs,
over a rough concrete wall, and
into a waterway where the majority
of wind is either blocked by trophy
homes or swirling crazily. This

event is guaranteed
to give you a new
perspective on both
windsurfing and
Padre Island, two
amazing things that
we probably take for
granted because
they've become so
familiar.

| entered the race
as a semi-novice. |
can't say it was my
first time, because |
showed up in a pre-
vious year with my
78-liter wave board and took a
DNF after struggling 20 minutes to
go about 50 feet, most of that
swimming. | vowed then that |
would be back, and this time, hum-
bled into accepting the wisdom of
the organizers, | borrowed a long-
board from Don Gentry.

We started out pretty evenly,
with the four of us (Mike Murphy

From left to right, Don, Alissa, Mike, and Dave on the first leg

Photos this p age/MICHELLE HASTI

Don Gentry sails p ast someone’ s deck.

and Dave Hasti, as well as Don
and me) trading positions during
the first leg. It was exciting and
sort of resembled the sailboat rac-
ing I'd grown up doing, although
with a lot more tacking (the canal
was pretty narrow on that stretch).
It would soon become evident,
though, that the canal race does
not lend itself to smooth sailing. At
various points in the
race | found myself
wiping out at a sign-
post, hitting bottom in
an area | had thought
was over my head, and
doing a lot of walking
across two mudflats
that the others seemed
to find ways to mostly
sail over or around. |
also realized, though,
that | was actually
lucky to be nowhere
near the lead, because
| was suddenly disori-
ented. My Ziploc-
enclosed map went
missing early on, which
didn't help. | don't
know the canal area
very well by land,

See CANAL, page 10
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much less by water, but a lot of it
looks the same (basically develop-
ments, docks, and marsh grass),
so | sailed with the strange sensa-
tion of being completely lost amid
somewhat familiar surroundings.
At times it was hard to even follow
the others because they were tak-
ing drastically different courses or
even swirling in circles.

By the last upwind leg, | could
see Mike gliding effortlessly far up
ahead, sometimes planing. The
others were behind him, but still
far ahead. | was finding dead
spots, having everything seemingly
angled correctly but still drifting
backward somehow. | suddenly felt
tired all over. One time the boom
slipped from my hands, and | sadly
watched myself lose a house and
a half's worth of hard-earned dis-
tance before | uphauled again. But
at about the same time, | began
getting used to the board, relaxing,
and really noticing the surround-
ings. | saw people out grilling or
stopping to watch me from their
balconies. | waved and laughed,
mostly at myself. The thrill that
drew me to sailing in the first place
came back, the sensation of glid-
ing quietly across the water into
otherwise inaccessible territory,
seeing life from a new angle. It hit
me: no matter how silly | looked, |
was having way more fun than
anyone tending the magnolias on
the sundeck, and that's what wind-
surfing is all about. Even the near
misses with objects became excit-
ing rather than frustrating, the
chance to see someone's catama-
ran or clever homemade basket-
ball hoop up close--REALLY close.
I was sorry when | finally looked
ahead and saw that the others had
stopped. We had reached a dead
end, the finish line, and the race
was over. But I'll be back next
year, if we do this again.

CCWA Currents December 2007

Above, carrying longboards across Whitecap Road at the end of the race.
Below, Mike get s tricky at the finish.
Photos/MICHELLE HASTI

Support your spor t: renew (or join us)!

It's time to renew your CCWA membership! Your
dues were crucial to helping support open beach
access last year. This year we have plenty more
great events planned, including races, parties,
beginner clinics, the swap meet, and of course,
Discover Windsurfing Day. Plus as a member you'll
keep receiving fine literature like Currents. What
more could a windsurfer ask for? Well, maybe a 20-
knot breeze and 80 degrees. But an active club is a
close second, right?
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The hardships of island living: colonial w  aterbirds

by David Newstead
US Fish & W ildlife Service

It may smell like stinky armpits in
the afternoon sun to you, but for
the twenty-plus species of water-
birds that breed in colonies along
the Texas coast, it's the smell of
love in the air. Every year from
roughly March through September,
the small islands between the bar-
rier island and mainland are host
to many of the state's breeding
herons, spoonbills, gulls, terns and
skimmers. These islands offer their
preferred nesting structure, a near-
by source of food, and protection
from predators and human distur-
bance. Whether you respect them
as part of the natural beauty of the
area, an indicator of where the fish
are, an important component of
the ecological system, or a valu-
able economic generator for the
region, the birds are a resource
that deserves our respect and pro-
tection.

The breeding period for colonial
waterbirds is the most critical time
for ensuring that birds can suc-
cessfully reproduce and maintain
their populations in the future. In
addition to their daily grind of find-
ing food for themselves and keep-
ing an eye out for predators and
vehicles, they can now add finding
a mate, nest site selection, egg
laying and incubation, and chick
rearing to their list of things to be
done. When the nesting season is
upon us, it's time to let them do
their thing so we can help maintain
their populations and improve suc-
cess for species that are suffering
declines.

Disturbing or destroying nests,
eggs or adults of nongame bird
species is illegal, and all of the
waterbird species that breed on
the numerous natural and dredge-
material islands throughout Texas
are covered by these federal and

state laws.

Landing a boat

on or near an

island is an obvi-

ous disturbance,

but other more

seemingly benign

activities can also

have the same

effect. For exam-

ple, wadefishing

near an island

may cause some

birds to react.

Proximity to nesting birds will
cause them to be extremely anx-
ious and they will react to any sud-
den motion such as casting.
Kitesurfing near rookery islands
also creates a chaotic environ-
ment, as birds react to any large
unfamiliar object zooming through
the sky over them.

While acts of destruction are fairly
simple to evaluate, acts of distur-
bance are somewhat more difficult.
The majority of boaters and bay-
users throughout Texas would not
intentionally disturb these nesting
birds, but often they are unaware
of the effects of what they are
doing. Disturbance of nesting birds
has a number of negative conse-
guences. The adult bird(s)
becomes stressed and loses ener-
gy by evacuating and trying to dis-
tract a disturbing party. Absence of
a parent at a nest leaves eggs and
chicks vulnerable to predation by
opportunistic predators. Finally,
keeping an incubating adult away
from a nest in even moderate
summer temperatures quickly
results in the "cooking" of eggs
and death of chicks due to heat
stress. Disturbance can lead to the
loss of an entire season's breeding
effort for thousands of birds, and
potentially the complete abandon-
ment of the island by birds in sev-
eral of the following years.

Photo/ALISSA INMAN
How to know if you're disturbing
the birds: Adult birds of different
species react differently to distur-
bance. Typically, ground-nesting
birds like terns and skimmers will
aggressively defend their nests, by
high-pitched vocalizations and
swooping down on the disturbing
party. Larger wading birds like
spoonbills and herons typically
vocalize upon leaving the nest and
fly to another part of the island or
away to another island. Plovers
(like the killdeer) often fly away
from the nest and then give a "bro-
ken wing display", pretending to be
injured to distract the offending
party from finding the vulnerable
eggs or chicks. If you notice any of
these behaviors from birds, you
are disturbing the birds.

DON'T BE A VIOLATOR! Some
helpful advice to avoid disturbing
nesting bird colonies.

* Do not anchor your vessel on or
near an island

* Do not allow children or pets to
wander onto islands

* If birds are reacting to your pres-
ence, move yourself away from
the island

* If you see somebody destroying
nests or disturbing a nesting
colony, please contact: Texas
Parks & Wildlife - 1(800) 792-
GAME (4263).



CCWA Editor

P.O. Box 181434
Corpus Christi, TX 78480
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