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Cor?odore’s Noteis The 16th Open WaS A F”St

Officially, this year was the 16th annual US Open Windsurfing Champi-
onship, but it was brand new in a lot of ways. It was the first one I'd helped
with as Commodore, it was the first one under the new Velocity Games for-
mat and it marked the first time I'd met a few local windsurfers.

The event came off pretty well, especially considering that the windsurfing
part had been coming together since only mid-February, roughly. There were some sharp edges, but
overall the event went pretty well. Since | was in contact with the organizers quite a bit, | can say
this: they worked very, very hard. For the last month | could reliably call them on a Friday night or Satur-
day morning and get someone in the office. The venue directory, Tony, and one of the head honchos,
Sherry, made a lot of changes to the layout of the venue at our request, and on short notice. These
people are good, and are getting better, too. | think the Velocity Games will stand tall throughout the
coming years.

Our Race Director, Darren Rogers, did an excellent job in pulling off 13 good windsurfing races in a
variety of wind and a variety of course layouts. Course racing isn't the most spectator friendly race for-
mat, it's difficult to follow and because of the low water in the bay, couldn't be run too close to the
beach. But, we pulled it in as close as possible and I've received comments from racers that they were
happy with how it

all went. One told me that it was like competing in Europe there were so many spectators.

Darren also told everyone at the windsurfing awards ceremony that he'd never worked with a better
race crew. Darren said he normally runs a skeleton crew, but we had a lot of good people, filling every

job he needed. Larry Haas pulled all the boats together and should be given credit for great work
there. James Davis, who could be seen trucking around the event site on his Segway, owned and cap-
tained the committee
boat. TJ Hanson helped score, as did Michelle Weedon. Dave Musgrave was the flagger and Darren's
right hand man. Larry's brother Dennis Haas and Robert McGonagal spent many hours running Charles
Allen's Zodiac back and forth, ferrying supplies & people and setting marks. They were tired and sun-
spent by the last day. Michelle's husband Rodney was a huge help getting things done onshore, as was
Mike Spielman. Roy Tansill and Lisa Edwards were invaluable, too, always around to help change flags
or help with ice and water or get word in from the boat on the races. Lisa made the popular suggestion
that we get a couple of watermelons for Sunday morning. Other volunteers included Mike Murphy, Wol-
fram Verlaan and Robert Piirainen. This event could not happen without so many great people helping
out.

There was one major problem that we need to address. Member and racer Dave Corpus had a sail

(Continued on page 5)

Take a look at the CCWA Web site:
www.corpuschristiwindsurfing.com
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40,000 Were There..... and You Should’ve Been There Too

May has come and gone, another US Open gone with it but this one was quite unlike all 15 of its
predecessors. The course racing, for the most part, was so far offshore that few could follow what was
transpiring out there on the course. For the past 3 years I've been perched up in the announcers’ stand
with a pair of binoculars that made the distant upwind mark seem as if almost on shore. Racing was excit-
ing from that vantage point. This year | watched like most spectators and course racing was less entertain-
ing than observing grass grow. If course racing is to ever be fun for others than those actually doing it,
something has to change. Maybe a line of those pay per view binoculars they have at scenic overlooks
would help but then who would would have enough quarters to see an entire heat? Nope the answer is
live video on giant screens set up on the shore. The shade one of those monster screens throw would
draw a crowd itself on the typical Corpus Bay front day in May! If ESPN can make America’s Cup Racing
riveting then the raging herds of monster sail powered Formula Wide boards would get higher ratings than
most reality genre TV shows. Sure it would cost hefty bucks to pull off but the rewards would be great.
The odd thing | discovered this year while watching a few races is that you have to be either out there on
the water doing it, or up there in the PA stand looking through powerful optics before it becomes entertain-
ing. Given the feeling that you are there at the mark as racers converge on you from both port and star-
board would do for course racing what television did for couch potatoes. The entire Velocity Games show
would be greatly enhanced by one or two (or 10?) of those monster screens. Between races, you could
watch the BMX show or see as well as hear interviews with the world class athletes competing at the now
huge (soon to be enormous) show. Maybe I'm biased but the windsurfing needs that technology more
than the other sports that were on exhibit at Oleander this year. Even our staunchest anti course racing
members would find it hard not to watch- if they could see it. So why not do it? In the early days of TV
sports, windsurfing was a bust because much to TV producers annoyance, the wind simply could not be
scheduled. On the first day of this year’'s US Open, they were course racing while none of the pro kite
guys could stay upwind let alone get in a jump. [ think any betting man would want high odds to bet
against a stretch of 5 days in May along Corpus Christi Bay when it didn’t blow above the race minimum of
8 knots (9.206236 mph if you prefer). Given that wind, the new race boards plane upwind and down- and
video becomes practical. Short of that possibility, you would enjoy course racing a lot more if you would
bring a pair of good binoculars with you so you can at least see it.

There will be a follow up meeting with the Velocity Games folks to hash over what went wrong and why
as well as ideas to make it better next time. You just read my idea for how to make it better; | have a few
more but that’s one | think would really improve the Games. Of course that major upgrade would mandate
an upgrade in the announcing staff as well. Do you have any thoughts (in or out of the box) that you
would like to have aired at the follow-up meeting? If so please let us know your thoughts- either Hans,
Larry Haas, Doc Allen even me, any of us who have been too busy to think in the weeks leading up to
May'’s climax and we will try to see to it that it gets mentioned at the follow-up. Please note: the sugges-
tion | already heard for ‘free beer for everyone’ will not be passed on so no need to repeat that one. Roy

Anchor Bgsort lk CONCENTRA
Condommmms ‘. Medical Centers

Guy J. Racette, M.D.

4025 SPID Corpus Christi, TX. 78414
Fax (361) 852-0212 phone (361) 852-8255




Page 3 June 2003
Juniors at the 2003 US Open by Roy Tansil

| was keeping an eye peeled for the arrival of Charles
Ivey and his crew of Junior competitors registration day at >
the Velocity Games. | knew what his trailer looked like and
it appeared easing along Ocean Drive shortly after | arrived. =~
The pair of young racers that arrived with him were both the zZ =
kind of kids you wished were in your family. Zack Lyman is /
a tall slender young gentleman with skills on a board that
speak well for both his ability and his coach's as well.
Pieter Botha, the younger and much shorter of the two dis-
played a smile that charmed all he met at the event.
Watching Pieter handle a 9+ meter sail on Corpus Christi
Bay was also a strong reference for his current and future
on board abilities. Later on when the winds finally picked i
up over the weekend he saw his first head high waves Charles Ivey and his new trailer from E&J Enter-
(remember he's noteven 5'  yrises is well decorated with the sponsors' stickers
tall’) and he stayed in the who have provided equipment needed to operate
middle of the fleet throughout his juniors sailing program
“his initial encounter with the
== Bay's washing machine chop. I'm really impressed with all of that crew from
“Z Abilene and its making me want to help get a similar program started here in
%Corpus. Their coach requires his crew to practice at least 15 hours a week

-

and keep their grades up to his liking as well. That plus coaching tips from
one of the earliest sailboard racers in Texas has produced sev-
eral kids that will be heard from in our sport sooner than you
might believe. Remember that skinny blonde Hawaiian kid that
climbed on top of the racing
world and stayed there for
so long? That's the poten-
tial such early learners
have and up in Abilene,
Charles Ivey seems to have
a production line going full
tilt

‘Coach’ Ivey and part of his crew

Zack Lyman Iem ng thefleet at the recent Texas
State Championships. Ed's Note: thanksto
‘TheDog’ (Brian Cunningham) from the North
Texas Windriders for these photos

"' Pieter Botha and his ever present smile get-

ju N ng ready for more racing at the Tx. States

Mail your ad to: Roy Tansill 16117 Pionciana St. Corpus Christi, TX. 78418. Better yet,
U%d Gea Email: LooseClu@prodigy.net Classified adds are free to CCWA members, non members
$5. Please submit adds before the 25th of the month. Ads are not automatically renewed

Seatrend Accelerator 292 (9@") x 58 (23") W 127 L $400

Seatrend ATV 262 (8@") x 55 (21.5") W 86 L $600 Call Mike Murphy (361) 949-1621

Laguna Madre stilt duplex. Great location at 125 Knickerbocker for sailing, fishing, bird-watching. Each
side 2/1/2 plus large shop/utility. Potential income $1400 monthly. Owner finance with 15K down. PITI
$1100.32 . Owner/Agent: Crab 361-937-7893. email: dlumley@stx.rr.com.

Tiga Techno 281 Free-X no dings! complete w bag, straps & original fin $600 call Roy Tansill 949-1982
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Windsurfing Lessons Third Coast Remodeling

. Corpus Christi, Texas
Texas Excursions

Laguna Shores, TX.

(361) 937-2375 Your Kitchen & Bath

[ ]
* By Appointment Only SpeC|aI|St
Texas Excursions ® Yoted the #] sailing site
hy .i':w.im_:fsurf:cam (361) 880‘5196
Eco-towrs, Birdwate ing, cance, katal:,
srnall salboate, boatbulding classes & Wal Iy AI I en

Texas Boater Education Course
W, texas exc urs ionsonline.c om

2705-B Laguna Shores Rd.

CCWA & Other Texas EVENTS
Schedule

June 17 Monthly CCWA meeting at the Paradise (see page 10
July 5 Worldwinds annual party. Fun games & racing, good chow,
and great company. Contact Don Jackson 949-7472 or got to
‘events' at Don's web site: www.worldwinds.net

July ?  The summer Downwinder Call Dick Ward 949-0232 Date
TBA at the June meeting.

July 15 Monthly CCWA meeting (Place TBA)

Aug 19 Monthly CCWA meeting (Place TBA)

NEW & USED
Windsurfing & Kiteboarding gear

Board and sail repairs

1122 Cline Street
Corpus Christi, TX. 78418
(361) 937-5000
e-mail clinest@flash.net

b e 5 "

Corpus Christi Windsurfing Association Membership Application

Name: Phone: ()
family membership, list names of family
members:
E-mail add:
Address:
City: State: Zip

Please enclose $20 for individual; $30 for family (1 year) Mail To: CCWA, PO Box 81453, Corpus Christi, TX 78468
Annual memberships are from January through December, members joining after October are credited for the next year
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Commodore’s Notes (Continued from page 1)

blow away at the event and it was run over by a car on Ocean Drive. His mast and luff sleeve is

toast. The sail will need to be repaired, if possible, or replaced. The club did put in the stakes that held
down the sails. The first night a short squall hit and the stake near Dave® stuff broke. We are working to
help Dave replace his equipment.

This has been a busy month other than the event. There is a new kiteboarding ban at the Padre Is-
land National Seashore. We talked about it at the last meeting, and many good points were made, both
for and against the ban. | want to let everyone know that | understand the safety issues that kites bring to
a launch, but | also would like to avoid
anything being banned. My position is that the easier it is to ban kiteboarding anywhere the easier it is to
ban the much safer windsurfing, anywhere. It® part of my job to make sure that doesn®happen, even if |
have to look five years into the future and be totally paranoid about any access issues. It should be noted
that 1®e been told from some park
officials that windsurfers are one of their major park users and they®&e never had any problems and never
intend to do anything to change that. The official | talked to was very receptive to watersports in the
PINS, but they feel that there is a safety issue with kiting and windsurfing mixed at Bird Island. | agree,
but | think that we should work to resolve this without a ban. Education, a separate launch, anything to
keep it from being an outright ban, in my opinion, will help strengthen already strong local access issues
for windsurfing.

On a similar note, Grassy Point® entrance had a gate and the new owner was asking for a fee to use
the area. Some local windsurfers, including many in this club, had made some big improvements to
Grassy Point in the past year, and most feel that being charged to use a launch that guys like Richard
Bradshaw have been using since | was in 2nd grade is not a good thing. It® your choice, but the GP reg-
ulars -- the Lagunatics -- request that you launch from Yorktown until we can strike a deal. Now that
things settled down with the US Open, we® work to find a way to open a permanent windsurfing park on
the Bluff side of the Laguna as soon as possible.

These types of access issues are why we need a strong club, with as many members as
possible. Let® keep it going, we®e grown a lot this year. If you know of someone who was once in
the club but is no longer, tell them to join back up before it® their launch that is threatened. | met a half-
dozen local windsurfers at the US Open who 1@ never met before, and some of them are joining
anew. There are others, too. Now, | hope to get some windsurfing in. Endless days of 10-15
are forecast... time for that thermal to kick in!

Get Your CCWA Gear Order In Soon!

We are taking orders for a bulk printing of our

Texas flag style CCWA logo white T-shirts for P_adre Island

. . o National Seashore
local pick up here in Corpus Christi. These Fully rigged
are like those shown on our CCWA Online rentals
Store (check their size chart for fit) with a small WeRLDWINDSE Boards:
sized logo over the pocket area on the front F2 JP. AHD

and a large logo and text on the back. The
price should be from $10 to $12 per shirt. We
plan to order on 7/1/03, so get those orders in.

WEORL O INGS  sals:

Gaastra, North

COR/RPUD CHRIATI, TEXALD

I\S/Ityleé_r S M L XL Quantity Accommodations packages

en _ — = —  — New and used equipment — Online Store
Women®T _ _ _ _ Complete instruction, beginner through advanced
Jr.BabyDoll T__ __ P » Ded 9

To order, call John Dumic (361) 992-0869 or at web.sit.e: worldwind.s.net (800) 793-7471
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CurRants.. Letters to the editor

Send Letters to CCWA Editor at: 16117 Pionciana St. Corpus My name is Lorraine Brown, and | am a member
e-mail: LooseClu@prodigy.net Christi, TX 78418 of Texas Open Beach Advocates. | am writing to

ask for help from the windsurfing associations.

The City of Galveston and private beachfront homeowners are wanting the General Land Office to ap-
prove a new beach access plan. They have never been in compliance with the old one for over ten years-
now they want the General Land Office to change the rules. This is leading to less access and possibly
only 1/2 mile out of 4 miles of vehicular beach on the Island. The other 27 plus miles of beach are already
off limits to vehicular driving. If this happens, with the City® plan to use the wording of "as development
occurs"” (to remove us) it will set a new precedent for the entire Texas Coastline. We need your help and
all the help we can get, not only for Galveston, but the whole Texas Coast. To keep removing the public
because of development interests and private beachfront homeowners is wrong. This is a public beach, a
public coastline, a natural resource.

Please visit our website, www.texasopenbeaches.org and you will find City of Galveston city council
emails and the same for the General Land Office. Please help us and help preserve the Texas Coastline
for the Public. Corpus may just be next. Like | said the wording of the City of Galveston access plan, if
approved by the GLO, will effect the entire Texas coastline.

Thanks,
Lorraine Brown
Texas Open Beach Advocates

Ed’s Note: Can you pass this on to other beach user groups to ask their help, too?

Great US Open

posted on rec.windsurfing newsgroup

A big thank you to the CCWA and all the
teams working at the US Open. It was a well run
event with great racing. Hans and his group were

en™
] really in good form conducting a first class re-
| | gatta. The location was what an Open should be
. . J -- challenging, and able to distinguish the best.

; For those who have yet to see Gonzalo race,
Office: [36 l} 994-9393 you are in for a treat. This young man is super
Y oice Mail: [35 1], 046-0139 fast and as smooth on the water as anyone -- he

S g : is an awesome talent. All the racers seemed to
E-mail: jim ([@jim mywilson.com | echo the same comments, to the effect that the

il i maraie e 3 . courses and conditions were challenging and
Web: www JINRIR YW ilson.com very tiring. Over and over | heard the top racers

saying this venue was about as good as it gets.
The new format, namely having multiple sports
challenges all at once as part of the Velocity
Games, meant a large crowd was always at
hand to watch. | know | want to be there again
next year.

Charles Ivey

Dave Jensen

Licensed
w Assistant
S
* -
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Where Was Kevin Pritchard?

off the starboard web page 05/04:

Just as the season gets started, 2002 PWA Wave World Champion
and 2002 Formula World Champion Kevin Pritchard (Starboard, Gaastra,
The Team, Camaro, Kaenon) has broken his right foot. The injury came
from doing a backside 360 off the lip, at Hookipa Beach Park.

"l am super disappointed, but what can | say. | was out doing a back-
side 360 and my foot got stuck in the footstrap, backwards over the falls,
stretching all the ligaments as well as fracturing a couple bones. | have
trained harder this year than any other year. | want to win and | will do
whatever it takes to win. When you are out training, you push yourself to
elevate your sailing and things happen. | will be back soon, stronger and
faster. Sometimes things like these put it all in perspective, get your fo-
cus, and give you the burning desire to put in those extra hours. | have
been reading Lance Armstrong® book and it has really put it into perspec-
tive. Four weeks off sailing is little in the real picture. Life is good! It is also
good to see that Wotjeck and Dorota are holding up the Starboard Flag in
Italy. Good job over there guys." said Kevin resting at his Maui home."

Kevin won the first Eurocup of the season at Porto Santo, only to get
injured a week later. It is every athletes nightmare, but we know Kevin will
be back focused and strong in time for the major part of the events this
year,- although he will not be able to defend his European title in France.
It is unfortunately a part of the game, and we can only wish him the very
best and a quick recovery.

CCWA Store Online

We now have a CCWA Store online at http://www.cafeshops.com/ccwa
featuring shirts, caps, mugs, etc. decorated with Texas flag style CCWA
logos and windsurfing pictures. These should make nice gifts for

yourself or the windsurfers in your life. A small amount from each

sale goes to benefit the CCWA and help fund our projects. Shipping is
as low as $5.00, even for an order with multiple items. A link to the
CCWA Store is on the home page of our website. Their printing method?:

Wind Peaks
Feb, Mar & Apr 2003

Mar Apr May
01 20mph  35mph  21mph
02 26mph  29mph  17mph
03 35mph  3imph  17mph
04 12mph  2imph  35mph
05 15mph  23mph  37mph
06 22mph  23mph  28mph
07 1lmph  13mph  31mph
08 17mph  37mph  36mph
09 12mph  26mph  29mph
10 17mph  13mph  31mph
11 19mph  22mph  20mph
12 13mph  2imph  23mph
13 13mph  13mph  28mph
14 19mph 23mph  35mph
15 22mph 21mph  34mph
16 13mph 23mph 38mph
17 20mph  20mph  15mph
18 39mph  30mph  18mph
19 28mph  31mph  26mph
20 25mph  25mph  20mph
21 20mph  24mph  2imph
22 22mph  20mph  20mph
23 17mph  34mph  19mph
24 24mph  17mph  23mph
25 2lmph  15mph  24mph
26 28mph  2imph  22mph
27 32mph  24mph  22mph
28 32mph  22mph  20mph
29 31mph  27mph  18mph
30 16mph  19mph  22mph
31 30mph —

Brought to you courtesy of:

Dr. Charles Allen DDS
2808 S. Staples (361) 853-7373

We use a dye sublimation printing process for mugs and mousepads and
digital transfers for all apparel. These processes are == —
similar in quality to screen printing, with no image
cracking, peeling or fading." We also plan to offer —
white T-shirts with those CCWA logos here in Corpus |
Christi from bulk printings at discounted prices for
members.

l The source of our Peak Wind data

INVINDSURF

Corpus Chrlstl TX. 78404

. COIM
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2003 Velocity Games / US Open

(above) The fleet pulls out on starboard and Mike

Zajicek decides to go the other way after Junior Abilene Juniors Zack Lyman and
Nicholas Leason cut off his air near the start line. Old Glory and the CCWA Piieter Botha, along with ‘coach
(Below) World Champ Freestyler Matt Pritchard banner flew from Larry ~ Barry Ritchy watch Matt Pritchard

sailed with a hefty overhead video cam and recorder Haas' sailboat near shore do his onboard magic.
on his back while going through his tricks repertoire.

Its an odd Open when the sails outnumber the whitecaps.
This is early Day 2 action.

Matt doing the ever
popular “explosion'.

Volunteers taking a break (r to I) Larry
Haas, Rob Piirainen, Robert McGona-
gal, Trucker Bob and Roy Tansill. The
legs in the background are Dennis Hass'

That's the only move he
made | could relate too. Next
year will include competition
in Freestyle- don't missit

Mike Percey leads Mike
Zajicek and Guy Racette in
40,000+ visitors strolled the 3 block the pre start Jockeying.
long promenade which was dominated
by the very loud PA towers.

CCWA Commaodore Hans Anderson and
Race Director Darren Rogers (w/ champagne)
award the First Place Men Formula Wide
class Gonzalo Costa Hoevel
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Newsletter Editor
16117 Pionciana Street
Corpus Christi, TX. 78418-6509

Next Meeting:

Tuesday June 17t

7:30 PM at Harrison Todd’s
Paradise Pool & Billiards

If you haven’'t made a
meeting lately, come on by
and enjoy good company,

see old friends and meet
some new ones as well.

Bring a friend but be sure to
get there- lots happening







