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Commodore’ s Notes by Joe L ynch
2007 is nearly half over, and so far

we've had some successful events and
some not so successful ones. Our civic
events have been well attended, such
as the Storm Water Drain Stenciling,
and the Water Sports Swap Meet.
Socially, we had a fun time at the Mardi
Gras Crawl, and good food and cama-
raderie at the Shrimp Boil. We did fail
to have a membership drive and simu-
lator setup at either Windfest, or Earth
Day Bay Day. But, we're in good com-
pany there as CCWA has never
cracked either of those barriers that I'm
aware of.   

Our on the water events have been
plagued by unusually low winds this
spring.  Fear not, however, as our two
on the water events scheduled for this
summer are fairly non-wind dependent.
On June 23 or 24 (postponement date)
is the Dave Kelley Distance Challenge
(DKDC), to be held at Bird Island Basin

this year. Mike Murphy is working on
the details, the format and possible
prizes, but it may be something like a 1
hour distance winner, and an as long as
you can stand up winner.  CCWA will
be on hand with some type of shade
structure, energy drinks and bars. One
thing is for sure: Dave Kelley was a
windsurfer to his core. He couldn't kick
the habit even as his body gave out,
and he gave back to the sport and peo-
ple he loved so deeply. So, come out
and pay tribute to a life we can all
relate to. Mike will be posting more
information on the CCWA Forum as
things come together. You can contact
Mike at MMurphSurf@aol.com.   

Our second on the water event for
this summer is Discover Windsurfing
Day, on Saturday July 14. It will be next
to the JFK Causeway once again. Lots
of bodies are needed for this event, and
this year should be bigger than last

Discover Windsur fing Da y ‘07
CCWA will repeat its most successful event on July 14

See FORMULA, page 9
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by Richie Newton
During the Board of Directors

meeting when Tamay first used the
term "blue moon", I have to admit
that I nodded and just pretended
to know what she was talking
about (not uncommon at BoD
meetings). I have since learned
that a blue moon is the second full
moon to occur in a month and that
this only happens 41 times a cen-
tury. Due to the momentousness of
this occasion and quite by acci-
dent the next CCW A party will be
held at Baffin Bay on June 30
during the blue moon.  

Your vice commodore by default,
me, will be cooking  up a couple of
shoulder clods on the pit and my
better half, Therese, will be making
a big batch of beans. Hopefully, as
in the past, the gaps in the menu
will be filled by thoughtful club
members bringing side dishes.
The meat should be ready to come
off the pit about 6:00 PM, but feel
free to show up anytime after
11:00 AM. That should give the
BoD time to wrap up the meeting.
With a little luck (especially this
year) we'll have wind and we can
get a bunch of club members out
on the water together. 

If you haven't sailed Baffin
before, it's a lot like Bird with

bumps. Our finger of Baffin is
waist to chest deep over most
of the bay and only slightly
overhead out near the chan-
nel. With a SE wind it will be
side onshore, and unless it's
cranking the chop is manage-
able by most any skill level.
Weed fins are not required,
but jellyfish may be present.
Since it is going to be a full
moon several of us are plan-
ning on going night sailing.
Tamay is scooping up all the
glow sticks she can find in Corpus
and I'm going to hit the dollar
stores over here. 

Your yard and house chores can
wait another day. Pack up your
water toys, a lawn chair, and your
beverage of choice and take a
short drive South on the last day
of June to celebrate the blue moon
with the CCWA (and assorted
BBYC derelicts). Next day strag-
glers and overnighters beaware, I'll
talk you into a Progresso road trip. 
Directions:

We're located ½ mile North of
Kings Inn restaurant on Loyola
Beach.

To get here take 77 South
through Kingsville, set your
odometer at the Chilli's restaurant
in Kingsville. 10.5 miles South of

Chilli's take a left on FM 628.
There's a big blue billboard adver-
tising King's Inn on the left at 628
(If you see the truck stop in Riviera
you've gone too far). Follow 628
through Vatman until you see
Brown's store. Take a left in front
of Brown's on 2250. In about a 1/2
of a mile you'll see a white rock
house all alone in the middle of a
pasture on the right. Take the right
either before or after the white
rock house. Our house is on the
road parallel to the beach behind
the white rock house. 470 S
County Rd 1144. Yellow house
brown trim multiple boat trailers in
the front yard. I'll email you a map
if you want
(richard.k.newton@navy.mil) or call
361 296 4290. 

Blue Moon BBQ (aka club par ty)

The BBYC. Photo/HANS ANDERSON



by Alissa Inman
Before you skim this a little,

decide I'm writing about freestyle
and that you don't do freestyle,
then divert your attention else-
where, let me explain. The one-
handed jump is not only for
freestylers. And it's not hard. If you
can land a controlled chop hop or
drag one hand while planing, you
can do this. 

The trick to one-handed jumping
(sometimes known as one-handed
chop hopping) is that you stay
hooked in. With one hand and
your harness connected to the
boom, you're pretty much as sta-
ble as with two hands holding on;
you just have to adapt your angles
a little. There are two main options
for doing this move: letting go with
the front hand or the back hand.
Since I've only tried jumping with
my front hand free that's the varia-
tion I'll describe. 

I find it easiest to sight a good
piece of chop to launch from and
immediately let go of the boom
with one hand (if you aren't
already sailing one-handed). This
provides a few seconds to adjust
to sailing one-handed, rather than
having to launch a jump, let go,
and make balance adjustments all
in the same instant. I've heard
some tips that say to jump a little
upwind and others saying to jump
a little downwind. After doing a
bunch of each, I've concluded that
the most important thing is not the
direction you take the ramp but
how you adjust and how you land.
So start off by launching however
you're comfortable. 

The important part begins when
you're in the air. On the way down,
pull your feet up underneath you,

especially your back foot. By mov-
ing your feet in line with your hips
you draw your center of gravity
over the board. Being centered
greatly reduces the pull you'll have
to absorb from the sail on landing.
If you're off center, the sail will
counteract with a big pull. 

If you've jumped off an upwind
ramp, sheet in a little on takeoff
and out on landing. If you've
angled a little downwind to jump,
do the opposite. Upon touchdown I
found that it helps (although it's not
imperative) to pull the rear foot
even a little further under you so
as to angle the board a bit down-
wind. You’ll exit the jump with
more speed that way.

Once you get comfortable, there
are plenty of fun things you can do
with that free hand while you're in
the air. Low-five the wave on your
way up. Hold one arm out to the
side while you fly, airplane-like.
Adjust clothing. Wave at Navy air-
craft. Grab the tail of your board
(then you can claim a whole new
move: the tail-grab jump). There's
no end to the possibilities. 

I try a lot of new things when I
windsurf, but I was inspired to
write about this move in particular
because it's simple, fast to learn,
and like regular jumping, doesn't
get old. Best of all, you don't have
to fall much to get
it. And when you
do fall, it's a soft
and painless
splash on your
back. I’d love to
see more one-
handed jumps out
there, so give it a
shot. And good
luck!
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Island Italian Restaurant

Est. 1987  l Your host, Tony Tagliaferro

15370 S. Padre Island Dr . - Corpus Christi, 78418
(361) 949-7737

The best stop after the water

Steak w Chicken w Seafood

Pizza w Subs w Catering

Come see our way cool office on
Saratoga near Cimmaron!
Dr. Char les Allen, DDS

Sar ato ga Shor es
6200 Sar ato ga Blv d
Bldg .2, Suite 102,

361-992-8900

Date Jan Feb Mar
1 17 18 45
2 24 28 19
3 30 21 30
4 20 20 24
5 20 13 17
6 24 12 20
7 22 19 24
8 18 15 22
9 12 23 24
10 20 27 18
11 22 25 26
12 26 13 25
13 24 24 20
14 27 27 31
15 32 26 20
16 26 19 23
17 17 27 21
18 16 21 30
19 21 37 30
20 17 22 31
21 16 17 27
22 29 18 30
23 28 25 31
24 27 32 27
25 16 22 30
26 14 16 29
27 23 21 30
28 27 26 32
29 16 101 32
30 27 n/a 34
31 19 n/a 23

Wind
PEAKS

The one-handed jum p
...because you know you want to



year, and you know it was already
big. Don Jackson is the event
coordinator, and it's never too
early to volunteer. Contact Don at
worldwinds.net or 361-949-7472.

I hear that June 30 is the second
full moon of the month, which
makes it a "blue moon". In its
honor, Richie Newton and the
Baffin Bay Yacht Club will team up
with CCWA and host the Baffin
Bay Blue Moon Sail and Party. Or,
is it party then sail?  Contact
Richie for details.  
richard.k.newton@navy.mil. 

Breaking News: The old Grassy
Point has been re-furbished, and
the new owners, Bluff's Landing
Marina, would like to host a picnic
for windsurfers sometime in
August. Pam Hulme is the coordi-
nator for this event, and the date
and details will be posted as they

become available. There are some
other non-CCWA events on our
calendar too, so check them out
as well.    

On the political front, fellow
windsurfer Dr. Mike McCutchon
was elected to the Corpus Christi
City Council, District 4. Mike cam-
paigned on protecting our beach
access and balancing our natural
resources with smart development.
Which is consistent with CCWA's
mission. Overall, four Beach
Access Coalition members were
elected.

Finally, HEB seems to like what

CCWA has been doing and is
sponsoring our continuing efforts
with $500 of store credit. A big
thanks to all of our members who
have helped to make these events
a success. A special thank-you to
Tamay Tipton, who secured the
HEB sponsorship.  We look for-
ward to seeing everyone in the
coming weeks. 

Now shut up and sail.
Joe Lynch
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By most all accounts the wind this
year continues to be disappointing.
The month of May came and went
with a little more wind, less crowd
and some rain.  Most of the visiting
sailors continue to have some decent sailing, often
requiring 7.5+ sails.  This seems to be a year of
milestones you never want to repeat, most walks-
back, longest time without sailing, most promising
forecasts that never materialized, etc.  

On June 23rd from 1-5pm there will be a Dave
Kelley Distance Challenge (DKDC) memorial at Bird
Island Basin.  The CCWA will provide some shade,
energy drinks and bars.  There may also be some
sailing activity depending on weather conditions.
Make plans to join us and recognize Dave's past
contribution to windsurfing, the CCWA and Bird
Island.  More information will be posted on the
CCWA Forum. 

If you have any suggestions or want to assist
please contact Mike at MMurphSurf@aol.com.

BIB blab

Mike Murphy

www.corpuschristiwindsurfing.com
updates, photos, stories, news, back issues & more

(and distance challenge)

COMMODORE, from page 1
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by Hans Anderson
I've sailed the new Grassy

Point (the owners are calling it
Bluff's Point) about a half-dozen
times now.  If you were an Old
Grassy Point regular, or want
flat-water but don't have time
(or gas money) for Bird Island
trips, Grassy might be your
place again.

There isn't yet a crowd, so
there isn't really the camraderie
of Bird Island or Oleander
Point. There isn't a shop or
rental like Worldwinds, but there
is a store and restaurant. For
me it's all
about the travel time and gas
prices. Grassy cuts nearly an
hour and $10 off of a round trip
to Bird Island.

Please don't think I'm knock-
ing Bird Island. It's still a great
choice, and the best choice if
you are looking for a long
weekend, camping or the cam-
raderie of old friends.  But for
the working stiff
looking for a flatwater fix, it can
be a long drive. Grassy is
another great launch in an area
where we are truly blessed by
them.

When I first drove by the old

Grassy Point about a year and
a half ago, I was amazed at the
transformation. Gone were the
rusted hulls of old steel boats,
on shore, in the water, even
moored and sunk. In its place a
modern marina, cement (!), big
beams of wood, a store, a
restaurant, and across the
street, a small motel. I couldn't
believe it.

Still, there wasn't a windsurf-
ing launch then. There is now.
It's the exact same sailing as
before (flat, safe), but the
launch is great with paved park-
ing, a soon-to-be-grassy rigging
area, a beach-like
launch were you can sail your
average fin up to about 40 feet
of land, two working outdoor
freshwater shower heads, and
hopefully some friends to sail
and banter with.

I've talked to the owners of
Bluff's Landing, and I was the
first to buy a $70 annual pass
(which I've already paid for in
saved gas). They are psyched
for windsurfers to use their
area. They
want us there;
there is no fear
of being run off

or cutting your foot on a chunk
of rusted boat. It's clean, safe
(few if any worries about theft),
and the best in-town flatwater
around. And if you go, I'm the
one in the short bus.
http://bluffslanding.com/bluffs-
landing/index.shtml
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It’s bac k and better : Grassy Point

Above: a shower with a view .
Below: p acked dirt--and a little bit
of grass--leads to the launch.

Photos/ALISSA INMAN
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www .wor ldwinds .net

Full service windsurfing at 
Bird Island since 1992

361-949-7472             1-800-793-7471

Rentals - Lessons - Sales
t Try before you buy demo program
t Sail & board repair t Consignments
t Full selection of new gear in stock
t No BS! Straight talk, straight deals

ChinookwDakine wJP AustraliawF2wMaui SailswGul w

Worldwinds now stocks Ezzy sails. 
Call or email for best priceUpcoming CCWA dates

June 23 Dave Kelley Dist ance
Challenge and club
party at BIB

June 30 Club p arty at Richie’ s
house, Baffin Bay

July 4 Boat p arade, Padre
Island 

July 14 Discover W indsurfing
Day

TBD Sometimes Annual
Padre Island Canal 
Race

September 28 & 29 Bayfest (simulator
demos)

October 13 Oleander clean-up
October/November TBD club p arty

December 7 Holiday p arty
December TBD Holiday boat p arade, 

CC Bay
January 1 New year ’s day sail
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by Steve Bodner
(taken with permission from his
online race report)
Light winds plagued the first day of
racing at the 20th US Open wind-
surfing regatta in Corpus Christi
Bay. The kiteboarders never left
the beach while the formula fleet
barely got around 3 races with one
other being abandoned 1/2
through.
The day started off the postpone-
ment flag right off the bat. In the
meantime slalom heats were set.
Nobody rigged till around 1pm as
the Texas heat has been known to
snap carbon mast left to bake on
the beach. The event this year is
being run off mcgee beach which
makes rigging and derigging a
snady experience. In true Texas
style everyone drives their pick up
down on the beach and rigs on
tarps.
With the wind barley up to 8 knots

the race director took down the
postponement flag and within 5
minutes started race 1. Most of the
fleet was still trying to get off the
beach at the start. I made up to
the line and looked like I would be
the only one with a planning start. I
took off the the left side where
there was just a hint of breeze and
building chop. Seth followed a bit
behind and it looked like we might
take the 1 lap race. A few others
got off the line late and headed
right and caught a puff coming
down. I rounded the top mark in
4th but BRA 999 was able to go a
bit deeper and get me downwind.
5th place finish with quite a gap
behind me as the rest of the fleet
barely planed to the finish.
Race 2: A rain squall was
approaching just after the start
which killed the wind and the RC
abandoned the race after the first
downwind.

The U.S. Wind and Water Open
(formerly known as the Velocity
Games) took place at McGee
Beach May 11-13. For anyone
whose recreation does not depend
on wind it would have been a
beautiful weekend, but for com-
petitors, the sunny, calm weather
only made for a long, hot affair of
sitting on the beach and gazing
wistfully at the “smooth” bay. Only
on Friday afternoon, when a brief
rain squall pushed through, did the
Formula competitors get enough
wind to run a few races on sail
sizes in the double digits. 

Slalom windsurfing, the Speed
Challenge, and kitesurfing did not
get an event off all weekend and
were cancelled. On Saturday,
Carrie Robertson provided the
best (and really, only) entertain-
ment of the weekend with her
longboard freestyle session.
Worldwinds (with a small amount
of CCWA help) manned a simula-
tor on the beach, but often lacked
even enough wind for a simu-tack.
Public spectators were practically
non-existant, probably because TV
and radio reports were warning of
the lack of action on the water.
Only the skateboarders competed
as planned, though their event
was a half mile away at the new
skate park in Cole Park. Wind and
kite competitors packed up on
Sunday when at midday the wind
meters showed readings of 0 mph,
gusting to 3.

To the right is a race report by
Steve Bodner (USA 4), a US
national windsurfer who raced in
the few Formula races that the
organizers did squeeze in on
Friday.
--Alissa Inman

Big plans, small wind

Despite a nearly calm long weekend, the Formula class did get in 
several light wind races on Friday . 

Photo/CARRIE ROBERTSON/THIRDCOASTPHOT O.COM

2007 US Wind and Water Open lacks wind, and therefore, water

A Formula racer’s repor t from F rida y

See FORMULA, page 9
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After a long wait the 2nd race was
restarted in marginal winds. I got
off the line well in the middle of the
line pumping over Steve S and
Mike Z on the line. Unfortunately I
didn't take it far enough left and
tacked back too early and caught
a right shift coming back which put
me a few boards back. Mike Z
rounded just in front at the top
mark with Seth a few board
lengths ahead in 4th. By the bot-
tom mark the wind was getting
really light and I thought I might
get Mike Z as we were pumping to
make the bottom mark. Seth
gybed early and came back to
round just in front of us but was
able to hold onto 4th with Mike Z
in 5th and me in 6th. As I looked
back up the course most of the
fleet wasnt planing coming down-
wind. It was an ever longer wait till
the 3rd attempt at racing and an
ever lighter breeze. It was below
the wind minimum but the RC
started anyway in 3-6knots. Lots of
holes up the course. I got off the

line near the pin with Mike Z just
below me. I was able to hold my
line for the first minute but as it got
lighter and we got headed I had to
dive through his wake to search
for air. I came off a plane and a
few other sailors who were still
planning came over to the left.
Meanwhile most of the fleet got
stuck on the line. Back and forth
we went reaching across the
course with no upwind angle. Most
of the race was spent non plan-
ning and I managed to finish way
deep in the fleet. Back ashore
most of the fleet agreed it was too
light for racing so I filed a protest
which was disallowed. RC has
final word.
So 3 marginal races today - 2
decent finishes with 1 horrible
race. 1 more race to get a
throwout. Tommorows forecast
doesnt look any better with slalom
and a speed event scheduled.

Suppor t your spor t : renew (or join us)!

It’s time to renew your CCWA membership! Your
dues were crucial to helping support open beach
access last year. This year we have plenty more
great events planned, including races, parties,
beginner clinics, the swap meet, and of course,
Discover Windsurfing Day. Plus as a member you’ll
keep receiving fine literature like Currents. What
more could a windsurfer ask for? Well, maybe a 20-
knot breeze and 80 degrees. But an active club is a
close second, right?

FORMULA, from page 8

from the

Volunteers needed (even if
you’re busy on Discover
Windsurfing Day)

Discover Windsurfing Day is fast
approaching, and we need as
many members as possible to help
out that day and in advance. Last
year this was the CCWA’s major
community event. It gains us more
recognition and raises far more
awareness of windsurfing and
related concerns than all of our
beach cleanups and/or civic proj-
ects combined. 

So you say you’re not qualified
to teach windsurfing? There’s
plenty more to help with. Come in
the morning-- pitch tents and rig
up gear. Come anytime throughout
the day and be a greeter.
Welcome the newcomers, direct
them to the sign-in table, and
answer their questions. Don’t feel
like working at all? Come with your
own gear and go for a sail by the
causeway that day. Just seeing
someone rig up and have fun can
be inspiring. 

If you can’t make it on July 14,
help by loaning gear (beginner
boards, buoys, and small rigs are
needed). And most of all, spread
the word about the event in
advance. Print and post the flyer
around town, and forward the link
to as many people as you can. It
does make a difference.

--Alissa

Download the DWD flyer at 
corpuschristiwindsurfing.com



Corpus Christi Windsurfing Association Membership Form
Name:

Phone: 

E-mail:

Address:

City/S tate/Zip:

Newsletter Preference:

Annual ($20)

Mail form to:   CCWA / P.O. Box 81453 / Corpus Christi, TX 78468
Annual memberships run Jan. to Dec. Members joining after Oct. are credited for the following year .

The CCWA is a Texas
non-profit corporation

Mailed Hard Copy

Downloadable PDF*
*(recommended, to
save postage)

CCWA Editor
P.O. Box 181434
Corpus Christi, TX 78480

Annual family ($30)

Additional 
contribution:

Renew

Today!

Volunteering Preference:Membership:

Taste of Windsurfing events

Beach clean-up projects

Launch site advocacy

Meeting host or coordinator 

Other


