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Next Club Meeting: Tuesday, October 18 at Taqueria Jalisco, Weber & Holly @ 7pm 

COMMODORE’S NOTES 
 
As I write this, the City Council has just voted to go ahead 
with plans to build a public parking lot on Padre Island on 
Windward Drive.  The proposed parking lot would be 
adjacent to the existing 
seawall and will allow the 
city to proceed with a formal 
request to the General Land 
Office (GLO) to close 
approximately 4,000 ft of 
public beach to vehicle 
traffic.  Over the past couple 
months, many of our CCWA 
members have shown that 
they are very passionate 
about beach access and 
have very strong opinions/
ideas on just what that 
means.  The CCWA Forum 
has sponsored an 
information sharing series of 
posts with a stated goal of 
generating a document  (position statement) that will publicly 
represent the wishes of the majority of our members.   
 
Mike Murphy and Jason Baney created a draft document 
that was posted for member review.  After editing to include 
membership suggestions, a formal position statement will be 
sent to all proper authorities and the local and State level.  
One thing I want to mention is that, as a non-profit 
organization, we have to be careful to represent ourselves 
within the guidelines of the Corporate Bylaws.  What’s next?   
The logical next step would be for some or all of our 
passionate members to step up and volunteer time to form a 
permanent CCWA Beach Access committee.  Pakery is not 
the first and for sure will not be the last. Currently, there are 
also access issues all along Laguna Shores as well as at 
McGee Beach and North Beach.    
 
CLEANING UP OUR OWN BACKYARD: 
Thanks to Vice Commodore, Philip Keyserlingk for 
organizing the August beach clean up at Cole Park.  I was 
proud to see about 20 grumpy club members show up at 
8:30 a.m. to tackle what at first seemed to be an 
overwhelming task.  Cleaning up millions of little bits of 
plastic, and paper seems impossible but after only a few 
hours of sweaty nasty work, the beach area looked 
remarkably better for the effort.  Karl Schuler picked up two 
slightly used syringes, and in the end the City of CC truck 
was overflowing with trash. Thanks to everybody who 
participated.    

(Continued on page 4) 

Commodore’s 
Notes 

Don Jackson 

Who’s Who in the CCWA:  
Vicki Harraghy 
 

by Carrie Robertson 
Vicki Harraghy, one of the founding members of 
CCWA, has owned Texas Excursions, an organized 
sailing school in the Corpus Christi area since 1982. 
Located on Laguna Madre, she teaches windsurfing 
and small sailboat sailing from her waterfront home. 
She also rents canoes and kayaks and leads bird-
watching tours in the winter.  
Her history with CCWA:  
Vicki, her husband Bob, Gary Motl and Gary Cotter 
started a windsurfing association in Corpus back in 
1983. It was called the Corpus Christi Sailboard Asso-
ciation. 
Hometown:  
Loma Linda, California.  
College:  
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville – bachelor’s  in 
secondary education. She taught high school in Arkan-
sas, then taught at Corpus Christi State University for 
three years in the late 80s. She also taught windsurfing 

(Continued on page 3)  
 

Photo/Carrie Robertson/thirdcoastphoto.net  
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(361) 880-5196 
Wally Allen 

2705-B Laguna Shores Rd.  

 

Your Kitchen & 
Bath Specialist 

Third Coast Remodeling  
  Corpus Christi, Texas                   

(361) 774-3570 
Wally Allen 

2705-B Laguna Shores Rd.  

 

  CONCENTRA 
    Medical  Centers 
 
Guy J. Racette, M.D. 

4025 SPID 
Corpus Christi, TX. 
78414 

        (361)  852-8255 
Fax  (361)  852-0212 

by Mike Murphy  
 

What do hurricanes and financial performance have 
in common?  Past performance is no guarantee of future 
results.  While forecast models are probably more accu-
rate than investment analysis, the actual results are all 
that really mean anything.  According to the National Hur-
ricane Center (NHC), 76% of category 4 and 5 hurricanes 
strike either Florida or Texas.   

The NHC list of deadliest and costliest hurricanes 
1900-2000 reveals several other facts. Ten of the twelve 
deadliest hurricanes were category 4 or higher. Large 
death totals were primarily a result of the 15-20 feet or 
greater storm surge.  Although half of the deadliest hurri-
canes were category 4 or higher, only one-sixth of the 
costliest hurricanes were that strong.  Only one of the 
deadliest hurricanes occurred but two-thirds of the costli-
est hurricanes occurred during the past 25 years. 

Below are some relative facts from the National Hurri-
cane Center (NHC) that may interest those who have not 
experienced a tropical storm or hurricane.  The states 
with the most frequent hurricane strikes from 1900-
2004 by category are summarized as follows: 

During the same time, the combined tropical storm 
and hurricane (category 1-5) strike rate within 100 miles 
of Corpus Christi provides a better indicator of what to ex-
pect locally, as shown below. 

From 1900-2000 only 7 major (category 3-5) hurri-
canes have struck within 100 miles of Corpus Christi and 
all of these were in August or September.  Each of these 
major hurricanes are ranked by the NHC among the 65 
most intense and half of these also have additional NHC 
distinction. Vital statistics on these hurricanes are shown 
on page 9. 

Historically South Texas has experienced 10% of the 
major (3-5) hurricane strikes on the US mainland.  While 
no category 5 storms have made landfall within 100 miles 
of this area, there have also been numerous other tropical 
storms. 

The 1919 hurricane was a direct strike, most intense 
and deadly with the highest tides at 16 feet above mean 
sea level.  The 1933 hurricane was also intense and 
deadly, making landfall closer to Brownsville.  Allen was 
unusually fast moving (15-20 knots) with the second low-
est pressure ever in the Atlantic, Caribbean and Gulf.  Al-
len reached category 5 three times before making landfall 

(Continued on page 9) 

South Texas Hurricane ABC’s 

Category: 1 2 3 4 5 Total % 

USA      174 100 

Florida      64 37 

Texas      38 22 

(North TX) 7 3 3 4 0 17 10 

(Central TX) 3 2 1 1 0 7 4 

(South TX) 3 4 6 1 0 14 8 

N. Carolina      29 17 

Louisiana      27 16 

Storm 
type 

Jun. Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. Total 

Tropical 
storm 

8 4 2 8 1 23 

Hurri-
cane 

5 2 5 4 1 17 

Monthly 
percent 

33% 15% 17% 30% 5% 100% 

Tropical storms within 100 miles of Corpus Christi 
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(361) 937-2375 
By Appointment Only 

Ranked the Most Windsurfable Launch 
in the entire US for 2002 by iwindsurf.

com! 

Eco tours, birdwatching, canoe, kayak, 
small sailboats, boat-building classes & 

Texas Boater Education Course. 

www.texasexcursionsonline.com 
txexcursions@prodigy.net  

WINDSURFING LESSONS 
Texas Excursions 

Laguna Shores, TX 

A dozen+ windsurfers and a truckload of trash: Park cleanup a success 

OLEANDER POINT BEACH CLEAN-UP  
by Philip Keyserlingk  

On Saturday, August 20, the CCWA held a well at-
tended and very successful Oleander Point Beach 
Clean-up project. Starting at 8:30 a.m. a group of up to 
fifteen members took to the beach and bluff area at Ole-
ander to pick up debris, plastic, glass, and more. Inter-
estingly enough, we had sailors from all launches in the 
city, as well as two of our Austin members. While the 
weather tried its best to make the event a washout with 
heat and occasional showers, the group ultimately re-
moved a truckload of debris from the beach. We suc-
cessfully planned and coordinated the event with the City 
of Corpus Christi, and the Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment supplied everything from trash bags and gloves to 
pick-up tools. Parks & Rec. eventually disposed of all the 
collected trash. A big thank you to all the members and 
volunteers that participated in this event, as well as the 
City of Corpus Christi and Parks & Rec. for all their sup-
port and assistance with this project.  

Getting ready for the cleanup 
                                                        Photo/Hans Anderson 

The crew poses with the results of its hard work 
Photo/Hans Anderson 

(Continued from page 1) 
and small boat sailing for Del Mar Jr. College for eight 
years. 
How she got into windsurfing:  
Vicki’s late husband Bob taught her to windsurf in 1979 
in Laguna Madre and she’s been windsurfing ever 
since. “Bob said, ‘Let me take you sailing.’ I was pictur-
ing a nice big sailboat to cruise around in on the bay, 
but when we got to the water he said, ‘That one is yours 
and this one is mine.’ It was a stock Windsurfer.” 
How she got into the windsurfing business:  
“I was doing paint and finish work for construction  pro-
jects, and I decided I wanted to do something more fun 
than that.” So she started Sail Surfing, a 14,000-s quare-

(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
US OPEN/VELOCITY GAMES: 
Charles Allen continues to work towards a bigger and better US Open 
for 2006.  Houston local, Alex Bitoun, has also expressed an interest in 
organizing a Super-Cross type event. Both of these guys are talking 
about competitions for all levels of sailors with all types of gear and 
they want to bring the action close to the beach. .   
 
What will be the CCWA’s role in all of this? Who kn ows?   Each month 
since last March, there has been something in each issue of the 
Newsletter asking for member ideas and comment.  Discussion threads 
posted in the Forum received little response and the view count was 
lower than almost any other topic.  It is pretty obvious that the 
membership has spoken by not speaking.  That’s fine . Times change 
and interests change. For now, the Officers are shelving any further 
planning.  Our position is that we will be glad to help when and if 
asked, as the interest of the membership warrants. 
 
BURRITOS AND BS – A WINNING COMBINATION: 
The fourth quarter CCWA meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 18 at 
7:00PM at the Jaliscos Taqueria on the corner of Holly and Weber. This will 
be the last “official” meeting for 2005. The plan i s to just have an informal 
Board and member get together over Mexican food and discuss what needs 
to be done to wrap up the years projects. We would also like to hear what 
ideas members might have for 2006.  The Christmas Party planning is in 
good hands with Arlene Ward, and we will kick around the few remaining 
details.  The only club business at the Christmas party will be to vote for new 
Board members. There are at least two positions coming open so now is the 
time to be thinking about who you want to be on your Board for 2006.   
    
LOTS OF PRESS IN WINDSURFING MAG:   
Corpus Christi was well represented in the fall 2005 issue of Windsurfing 
Magazine with at least 5 mentions scattered throughout its pages.  The 
CCWA got a nod for sponsoring the shade structure project at Bird Island and 
Vicki and Les Daniels got a nice plug for taking over the helm at Cline Street 

(Continued on page 7) 

4th Quarter Meeting: Jalisco’s at Weber & Holly on T uesday October 18th @7pm 
 
Christmas Party TBA 
 

CCWA & REGIONAL 
Events Schedule  

Position Name Phone Number Email Address 

Commodore Don Jackson 361-949-7472 djackson@worldwinds.net 

Vice Commodore, PR Phil Keyserlingk  philipk@vbtex.com 

Treasurer Bill Jones 361-949-8076 PadreIsland3@cs.com 

Secretary Guy Racette  racetteguyjen@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor Alissa Inman  alissain@gmail.com 

Webmaster Carrie Robertson 361-883-SAIL carrie@cbrphoto.com 

Help Save 
Newsletter Postage  

 
The full CCWA monthly 
newsletter is available in 
computer PDF file form.  If you 
would like to try this electronic 
copy of the newsletter that can 
be read on, stored on, and 
printed from any computer, 
email PadreIsland3@cs.com for 
details. 

 NEW & USED 
Windsurfing & Kiteboarding 

gear 
 

Board & Sail Repairs     
Cline Street Sailboards 

1122 Cline Street 
Corpus Christi, TX.  78418  

(361) 937-5000 
e-mail clinest@flash.net 

Advertising Rates:  http://corpuschristiwindsurfing.com/supporters.html  
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� Has an unexpected injury 
prevented you from sailing?  Traci Powell at New 
Stride Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation can help! 

� Has a vigorous day or days on the water left you with 
sore, stiff muscles? Heavily exercised muscles may 
lose their capacity to relax, predisposing you to 
injuries. Massage can help! 

The staff of New Stride is dedicated to your desire to be 
on the water.  Call Traci Powell, P.T., Betty Holt R,M,T, 

or Oscar N.C.M.T. @949-9898 and Keep on Sailing! 
Clinical or on-site for groups available. 

 
http://www.newstridept.com/  

361-949-9898 

Got  something to say?  
CCWA Editor 

PO Box 181434 
Corpus Christi, TX  78480 

or alissain@gmail.com 
Submission deadline: three days from the 

end of the prior month. 

Hurricane Relief 

Kudos to Don Jackson for providing shelter to some 
folks who had evacuated the hurricane. He offered 
his rental units free of charge for as long as it took 
for the evacuees to return home. Their luck 
extended beyond Don's generosity. A tree crashed 
through their house. —  Bill Jones  

— cartoon by windsurfer Dicky Neely 

BRAC Failure 

Goodbye and hello 
 
Since this is the last newsletter Hans will have 

a hand in officially creating, I want to join the others 
who have praised his work as CCWA newsletter 
editor. Don has been here longer than me and put it 
more eloquently, but I know all of us have appreci-
ated the professional job Hans has done keeping 
us up to date. The word is that we can still look for-
ward to hearing from him as a contributor.  

A few words about the future of the newsletter: 
There has been talk of adopting a less frequent 
publication schedule. However, I think that some 
monthly contact is important, if only because we 
live in such a great place that it is possible to wind-
surf every month of the year. As a compromise I 
may experiment with producing shorter issues dur-
ing the less windy months. 

Beginning with the next issue I will be using 
some different software that will hopefully make this 
process easier. The transition may lead to the De-
cember issue coming out a few days late, but hope-
fully it will not interrupt much more than that. 

I also have a few ideas for some fun features 
we could do regularly if they prove popular. The 
monthly “Who’s who” column has worked so well 
that I am thinking of starting a “session of the 
month” category. If you had a particularly great da y 
on the water and are inspired, do a short write-up 
about how much fun it was or send some photos. 
Some people do this already. And of course, there 
can be more than one. I would also like to keep 
adding windsurfing humor (which was a great thing 
Hans did). Cartoons like the one on this page are a 
good start! Keep an eye out for any windsurfing 
jokes or funny pictures, and if you pass them along, 
I will add them here. 

                                                         — Alissa 
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BIB BLAB 
by  Mike Murphy 

      August wind can go either way but generally when it 
blows the result can be classic flat water and more than 
an handful windsurfing feels crowded.  Most of the month 
was hot and dry with very low water levels and high 
pressure in control, good for minimal tropical activity but 
not for wind.  There were seven (7) straight days over 20 
mph during the second week followed by a few more 
days in the third week, otherwise just some days with a 
couple of hours of minimal wind very late. 
      The Padre Island National Seashore (PINS) has 
received $4650 contributions for shade structure and 
picnic table materials.  It is estimated that installation of 
five (5) shade structures will begin in October.  Additional 
contributions will be collected until the conclusion of the 
Dave Kelley Distance Challenge in May 2006. Thanks 
again to all contributors and of course it is not too late if 
you would like to consider a contribution.   
The CCWA hopes all Fall visitors will be able to enjoy 
these amenities, appreciates all contributions received 
and the efforts of the PINS staff to improve Bird Island 
Basin. 
      Hurricane Katrina clipped southern Florida, entered 
the Gulf and became a category 5 storm before making 
landfall again in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama 
with catastrophic effects from New Orleans to 
Mobile.  At landfall it appeared that New Orleans 
might be spared the worst but levy breaches in the 
following days resulted in 80% of the city being 
severely flooded.  Fortunately Nancy Hughes and 
family evacuated the New Orleans area and spent 
several uneasy days here during the storm.  It is 
difficult to know the extent of damage the Hughes’ 
family suffered but their location appears to have 

been hit with 
a 
vengeance.  
Jill Childres 
stayed near 
the I-12 
interstate in 
the western 
most part of 
St. Tammany 
Parish with a 
friend during 
the storm 
and 
managed fairly well. Schools that were not damaged are 
being used as shelters, the very soonest that schools will 
open will be the first week of October but pay checks and 
benefits will continue. A good friend and coworker in the 
easternmost part of the parish, where the schools are 
located, had home damage beyond repair. There was 9 
feet of water in the house, 4 trees that damaged the roof 
and the house totally shifted on the foundation. It is great 
to know Jill and the Hughes are safe; please keep all 
these folks in your thoughts and prayers during this very 
difficult time in their lives.  

Launch Advocates  
 
Bird Island Basin - Mike Murphy: 
MMurphSurf@aol.com 
 
Gulf Coast - Matt Kreft & Dan Dusch: maddon@stx.rr.
com 
 
Laguna Shores - Roy Tansill: 
LooseClu@direcway.com 
 
Oleander - Olivier Jallais: 
Jallaisolivier@hotmail.com 
 
North Beach - Pete Meyer: 
foolsail@cbrphoto.com 
 
Launch advocates are sailors that you see frequently, 
though not exclusively, at the launches listed above.  
They are the CCWA’s go-to group for issues surround ing 
any particular launch.  If you have an issue that needs 
attention, please bring it to the attention of your friendly 
local launch advocate, who can help you resolve the 
issue, or make sure it comes to club-wide attention. 
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Come see our way cool office on 
Saratoga near Cimmaron! 

Dr. Charles Allen  DDS 
Saratoga Shores 

6200 Saratoga Blvd 
Bldg.2, Suite 102, 

361-992-8900 

Wind Peaks 
Jul, Aug & Sep  05  

 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

  July 
25mph 
26mph 
33mph 
29mph 
20mph 
19mph 
28mph 
24mph 
23mph 
19mph 
21mph 
23mph 
23mph 
26mph 
23mph 
17mph 
25mph 
22mph 
45mph 
34mph 
21mph 
16mph 
21mph 
22mph 
26mph 
27mph 
26mph 
19mph 
17mph 
14mph 
20mph 

  Aug 
N/A 

 Sept 
28mph  
25mph 
20mph 
19mph 
19mph 
34mph 
30mph  
22mph 
37mph 
21mph 
20mph 
19mph 
20mph 
24mph 
25mph 
20mph 
21mph 
21mph 
21mph 
18mph 
13mph 
15mph 
25mph 
20mph 
25mph 
18mph 
16mph 
21mph 
20mph 
17mph 
 XXX 

  Distance Challenge Sets New Records  
 

by Dave Kelley 
 

I know, I know.  This is getting to be sort of old.  But the total number of 
participants rose to 42 from 39 in August and total Challenge donations now 
stands at $2,375 with new participants Kent Lundt, Mary Garcia and Barbara 
Kelley joining the program.   
 
But wait! There’s still Mike Murphy and his cadre o f supporters making 
contributions direct to the National Park Service to be heard from: 
 
      Distance  Challenge         $2,375                      
      National Park  Srvc.          $2,270           
                              Total          $4,645 
 
According to Betty Frantum, head of NPS Administrative Services, that total 
will buy five sets of shade structures and benches with $407 left over.  To get 
that sixth set of shade structures, CCWA and its fund raising efforts will need 
another $441.  
 
You may not have heard this but Fritz Neuman and myself have been in the 
hospital for the last six weeks with rheumatoid arthritis and prostate cancer 
respectively.  Both at home now and doing fine but the reality of it is that my 
fund raising effort days are long gone.  So to get that sixth shade structure, 
that last $441, someone else will need to take up the baton. 
 
Met some nice windsurfing folks in the Bay Area hospital though. Physical 
therapists Mirek Krzycki, some time sailor with Phil Keyserlingk at Oleander 
Point and Allyson Johnson formerly with Cline Street Sailboards.  
 
Finally, Dick Ward discovered hidden treasure on behalf of the club.  It 
seems that back in 2001, Dick made a contribution of $50 to be used for 
shade structures but for which NPS had lost their records. Fortunately, Dick 
saved the NPS acknowledgement letter for tax purposes and based on that 
CCWA was given an additional credit toward its goal.  Now, if there are 
others of you in that same category, we’d sure like  to hear from you. 

(continued from page 4) 
 
(page 28). Five Bird Island speed 
freaks (Bill Jones,  “Trucker” Bob 
Conace, John Honiker, Robert 
McGonigle, Meg Jones) got instant 
notoriety honoring their heroic 
achievements on page 32. Alissa 
Inman’s smiling face is immortalized 
on page 32 (I did email WS to 
mention that they neglected to put on 
the caption that Alissa is a CC local 
who happened to also win her 
division in freestyle at this year’s 
King of the Cape).  Sailing in 
Corpus Christi got an interesting 
take by Eric Sanford on page 65, 
and last but not least, a smiley 

faced Evan Walker (yea, yea – he’s 
now a Guamian?) appears in a pretty 
good sized Corpus Christi Visitor 
Bureau ad on page 94 (photo by club 
webmaster Carrie Robertson).     
Finally, CCWA member (not to 
mention the most tenacious fund 
raiser I know), Dave Kelly, is back 
home after a way too long stint in 
aocal hospital.  I bet Dave will not be 
too happy with me for bringing this up 
but, oh well.  Dave and his wife Ruth 
are very special people and are an 

   The source of our Peak Wind data 

important part of our windsurfing 
community.  I just wanted to ask all 
of you to keep Dave and Ruth in 
your thoughts.    
See you at the beach, Don  
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“We Do Windsurfing”  
 
NEW GEAR: 2005 JP boards in 
stock. Starboard, Exocet, 2005 
Gaastra Sails —  all sizes, 
Sailworks, North, Neil Pryde.  
Fiberspar, Chinook, True Ames, 
Maui Fin Company, Dakine. 
 
USED GEAR: Lots of it.  Go to 
our web site for a complete list. 
 
RENTALS: Fully rigged and 
ready to go windsurfing and 
kayak rentals - Try before you 
buy. 
 
LESSONS: Beginner through 
advanced. 
 

(Join the CCWA and get 10% off 
your next purchase over $100.00.  

Call and ask for details.) 

On the Island  
at Bird Island Basin 

Padre Island National 
Seashore 

Worldwinds 
Windsurfing, 

Inc.  
 

Lessons, Rentals, 
Equipment Sales, 
Accommodations. 

 
361-949-7472 

(800) 793-7471 
www.worldwinds.

net 

Beach closure: The official statement 
 
Following is the official CCWA statement regarding 
beach closure in the Coastal Bend. Thanks to Mike 
Murphy and Jason Baney for creating a draft of the 
statement, and to the members who contributed sug-
gestions and revisions on the forum. 

 
 
"The Corpus Christi Windsurfing Association 

(CCWA) was established in 1983 and represents 
over 150 windsurfers from our local area as well 
as many out-of-town visitors who come here on 
a regular basis to participate in our great sport. It 
is the CCWA's mission to protect and promote 
windsurfing and windsport safety. We seek part-
nerships with the City of Corpus Christi, Padre 
Island National Seashore, Corpus Christi Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, the Chamber of 
Commerce and other public and private entities 
to achieve our goals. One of the CCWA's top 
goals is to improve and create windsurfing 
launch sites in the Coastal Bend.  

The CCWA feels all Coastal Bend beaches 
should be public and is opposed to any develop-
ments that may limit or effectively privatize 
beach/water access or might create a precedent 
for any future closures. Creating vehicle free ar-
eas on Coastal Bend beaches has a potential to 
severely limit public access when adjacent prop-
erty is privately owned. The specific proposed 
beach closure related to the completion of the 
Packery Channel project is of vital interest and 
concern for the CCWA because the beach area 
from the north side of the Packery Channel jet-
ties to the south side of Bob Hall Pier is popular 
for numerous water sports requiring direct beach 
access to the water.  

The CCWA fully supports the beach access 
provisions of the current Texas Open Beaches 
Act (TOBA) and is opposed to any efforts to cir-
cumvent these provisions. A vehicle-free section 
of the beach may be appropriate if sufficient di-
rect beach/water access and parking is provided, 
all requirements of the current TOBA are satis-
fied and the adjacent property is publicly owned."  

Beach Access 
EFFORTS FROM CCWA MEMBERS TO PRESERVE GULF COAST LAUNC H SITES 

 

The CCWA Beach Access Committee 
 

��� Florence Tissot  
��� Jason Baney  
��� Bill Jones- CCWA Board  
��� Mike Murphy - Chairman  
 

Beach Access Committee Mission Statement  
 
Develop and communicate CCWA positions to im-
prove and create windsurfing access sites in the 
Coastal Bend, including Corpus Christi Bay, Laguna 
Madre and Gulf of Mexico launch sites. Monitor and 
work in conjunction with the city, state and other or-
ganizations to promote safety and appropriate ac-
cess for all wind and water sports.  
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(Continued from page 2) 
between Corpus Christi and Browns-
ville with an estimated 15 foot tidal 
surge.  Beulah struck closer to 
Brownsville, recorded the second low-
est pressure (923mb) ever in the Gulf 
with 7 foot tides in Corpus Christi.  
Bret was considered small, making 
landfall between Corpus Christi and 
Brownsville as the first strike of any 
significance since the island develop-
ment in Corpus Christi has taken 
place.  Carla was the most significant, 
ranking on all NHC measures.  Carla 
made landfall at Port Lavaca and 
tides at Port Aransas were 10.9 feet.  
Celia was also small, fast moving and 
a direct hit at Aransas Pass with 9.2 
foot tides at Port Aransas.  Celia was 
also the most costly Texas coast and 
last strike here of any major conse-
quence.  The most unique feature 
about Celia was the rapid intensifica-
tion (39mb pressure drop 15 hours 
before landfall) which was not fore-
cast and 160 mph peak wind gusts 
from the West during landfall was also 
unusual.  

So what good does all this do any-
one?  None probably, this area is al-
ways susceptible to tropical storms or 
hurricanes any month of the season.  
Some tropical storms have caused 
more problems than hurricanes so the 
risk is not necessarily lower.  The 
data available and forecast tech-
niques can be used to make educated 
guesses and some historical basis 
may give comfort or concern.  One 

thing for certain, a major strike is long 
overdue for this area, it’s just a matter 
of when.  Advanced planning, prepa-
ration and early evacuation are defi-
nitely the safest way to weather these 
storms.  Several hurricane strikes 
since 2000 have been significant, es-
pecially in Florida, with each addi-
tional major hurricane generally be-
coming distinctive based on one or 
more of the NHC measures.  

Year Month Name Cate-
gory 

65 
most 
intense 

30 
most 
costly 

30 
most 
deadly 

Strike 
pres-
sure 

Strike 
wind 
(mph) 

Max 
wind 
(mph) 

1919 Sept. None 4 #4  #3 927mb 75 140 

1961 Sept. Carla 4 #7 #21 #24 931mb 145 170 

1970 Aug. Celia 3 #18 #25  945mb 125 160 

1980 Aug. Allen 3 #18   945mb 115 190 

1933 Sept. None 3 #31  #27 949mb 100 125 

1967 Sept. Beulah 3 #33   950mb 105 145 

1999 Aug. Bret 3 337   951mb 110 125 

Major hurricanes within 100 miles of Corpus Christi : 

(Continued from page 3) 
foot store on SPID in Flour Bluff. The 
store sold the first plastic sit-on-top 
kayaks in the area, as well as small 
sailboats, beach clothing and wind-
surfers. It also offered windsurfing les-
sons at Bird Island Basin. 
What keeps her in the windsurfing 
business:  
“I’ve been here since 1975. The only 
thing that is keeping me here is all of 
this windsurfing gear I have accumu-
lated! Plus, I just walk out of my 
house and go to work. I like the peo-
ple who stay with windsurfing -- they 
are self-motivated, intrinsic thinkers. 
My mother says I used to love putting 
on my swimsuit and playing in a mud 
puddle. And now that’s what I get to 
do every day.” 
Years windsurfing:  
She started windsurfing in 1979 on 
the Laguna Madre, off Laguna Shores 
Road but had originally sailed sail-
boats in the early 1970s on lakes in 
Arkansas.  
Years teaching windsurfing:  
“I started teaching at Bird Island in 
1981, back when nobody went there 

except for fisherman. One day I had a 
lady from New Mexico get into some 
jellyfish and go into anaphylactic 
shock and I realized how far you 
really are from help out there. So I de-
cided to move closer to Corpus 
Christi. Then I trained Vicky Duncan 
to be an instructor and she branched 
off and started Worldwinds.” 
Favorite sailing spot:  
“I don’t know how anything could be 
better than the Laguna Madre. It of-
fers warm water and warm weather 
10 months out of the year. San Fran-
cisco is a neat place to windsurf but 
the water sure is cold. I don’t like wet-
suits.” 
Something about her nobody 
knows:  
She’s a Native American Indian.  
Best vacation:  
A boat delivery trip that she and Bob 
did in 1995 from Corpus Christi to Ft 
Lauderdale up the Intracoastal Water-
way in a diesel trawler.  
Something that drives her crazy:  
“Inconsiderate people. I find that there 
are a lot of them on the water. They 
get so wrapped up in what they’re do-

ing that they don’t pay attention to 
what’s going on around them.”  
Most embarrassing moment:  
"I don’t get embarrassed very easily." 
Outside interests:  
Bird watching. 

 
 
 
 

Mail your ad to: 
CCWA 

PO Box 181434 
       Corpus Christi, TX. 78480 

or alissain@gmail.com 
Free to CCWA members, non-members $5.  

Wanted: Kids rig for 80 pound 
kid.  Need mast, boom and sail. 
Woody - 825-3938. 

Wanted 4.0 and 5.0 wave sails.  
Woody - 825-3938. 
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Corpus Christi Windsurfing Association Membership Form  
    
            Name:  
 
            Phone:  (       )   
 
            E-mail:  
 
      Address:   
 
City, ST Zip:  
                                                                                           
      Please enclose $20 for individual; $30 for family (1 year) 
                  Mail To: 
                        CCWA, 
                        PO Box 81453, 
                        Corpus Christi, TX  78468. 

Annual memberships run January-December, members joining after October are credited for the following year. 

 
The CCWA is a Texas 
non-profit corporation. 

Preference:  
 

� Mailed Hard 
Copy 

� Downloaded 
PDF 

 
To save the CCWA 
postage, you are 
strongly encouraged to 

Newsletter Editor 
PO Box 181434 
Corpus Christi, TX 78480 

 


